part  5


history of the church


1. Syrian church


lesson-33


3.	After the Chalcedon Synod.


Purpose:  To prove that the blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.


	As we have already seen, due to the support of the emperor, Pope Leo and the dyophysites (two nature theory holders) gained absolute victory.  Without ascertaining the details of the faith of the churches of Antioch and Alexandria they were declared as heretics.  The definition of their faith about the true nature of Jesus was not considered at all.  Chalcedon Synod was only one of the several attempts made by the Pope to get himself declared as the supreme head of the universal christian church.  The churches at Antioch, Alexandria and Armenia did not accept the decision taken by the Chalcedon Synod and they firmly stood by their old faith.  The throne of Constantinople was some times occupied by those holding true faith.  The Syrian church under the Holy See of Antioch and the Coptic church under the Holy See of Alexandria were subjected to severe persecuting.  The Pope gave leadership for such persecutions.  Most of the emperors from time to time supported Pope.  The severity of the persecution was less only during the reign of very few of them.


	After the passing away of Patriarch St. Maximos, some of the dyophysites could ascend the throne of Antioch with the backing of the emperor. Such instruction took place from time to time.  Those who occupied the throne with the support of the emperor were called ‘Malkoye’ meaning the king’s partisans.  They are not accepted as the Patriarchs of the holy church.  In AD. 470 a pious holy father named Mar Peter Kasore was elected as the true Patriarch of Antioch.  Next year the emperor banished this holy father and appointed a Malkoyo as Patriarch in his place.  In AD 475, emperor Baslicos brought back St.  Peter Kasore.  The holy remains of Mar Dioscorus were brought to Alexandira by emperor Baslicos and devotionally interred.  The next emperor exiled St. Peter Kasore and appointed a Malkoyo instead.  Later, true believers Palladios and Flabianos were enthroned as Patriacrchs of Antioch.  But when Flabianos showed inclination to the side of dyophysites, he was dismissed and Mar Severeos was ordained in his place.


Mar Severeos


	We remember him in the 5th Toobden (diptychus-commommoration)  as “Mar Severeos our Patriarch”.  He was born in a wealthy and noble family in Sozopolis - a city in Asia Minor, In A.D. 460.  He was highly intelligent.  He completed his education in Alexandria and Beirut.  He became a great scholar and a distinguished lawyer.  When he was working as professor in the law  school of Beirut, he went to Jerusalem.  There he had a call from God and he commenced monastic life.  He took up strict asceticism.  At that time the local synod of Sidon dethroned Flabianos and Severeos was elected as Patriarch.  In A.D. 572, he ascended the Patriarchal throne of Antioch.  At the time all the three Patriarchates, other than Rome were adorned by true believers.  In 515 Emperor Justinian, a pro chalcedonian began to persecute true believers.  He tried to entice Mar Severeos to his side.  Failing in his attempt, he exiled him in A.D. 518.  The saint left Antioch only after installing Mar Yuhanon of Thella as the guardian of the Holy See.  The holy father used to send several letters from abroad emboldening true believers.


	Mar Yuhanon of Thella had to withstand persecution for the sake of protecting true faith.  Hiding in caves and secret places he fulfilled the responsibility entrusted to him by Mar Severeos.  At last he also was imprisoned.


	Mar Severeos was in exile for 20 years.  The emperor invited him to Constantinople and tried for a compromise.  But he was not prepared to abandon true faith for any compromise.  Therefore he was banished again.  Mar Severeos passed away on 8th February 538 at the age of 78 at Alexandria.  Mar Yuhanon of Thella also passed away in prison  during the same year. 


	Mar Severeos wrote several books including the prayer following the 91st Psalm in the compline (last service of the day - Soothara) beginning “Lord dwelling in the secret place of the most high............”  and also the response - hymn (Maanisa)  at the beginning of the holy mass in Public beginning “By the prayers of Mary who gave birth to you and all the saints ...........”  In this connection it has to be noted that the above said response hymn is used by Greeks and Nestorians also.


	After the exile of Mar Severeos, severe persecution was let loose among true believers by the Chalcedonians with the backing of the emperor.


	While Mar Severeos was continuing as the true Patriarch of Antioch several Malkoye Patriarchs were illegally enthroned in Antioch.  Mar Yuhanon of Thella, the care taker of the Holy See, was cruelly persecuted.  In this persecution Mar Theodosius of Alexandria, St. Anthimos of Constationple and several other bishops were imprisoned.  It is this Anthimos who is remembered in the 5th diptychus.


	Several Churches and monasteries were destroyed and monks murdered emperor issued orders prohibiting ordination of bishops from he faithfuls.  The bishops who were not imprisoned had to seek hiding places.  Therefore true believers apprehended a break in the continuity of true priest-hood.  Preaching, copying of the holy books and the celebration of the mass were prohibited.


	In the circumstances true believes were in utter confusion and they began to be scattered.  Chalcedonians were about to be trumphant, when God Almighty raised Mar Jacob Baradaeus (Yacob Bourdana).


Questions:


1.	Write a short note on Patriarch Mar Severeos.


2.	Name the churches which refused to accept Chalcedon Synod decisions?


	What was the consequence?


3.	Who are Makoye?


4.	Which are the two prayers of Mar Severeos included in our usual prayers.





Lesson - 34


jacob baradaeus (Yacob bourdana)


Purpose:  To ascertain how God protected His Church through Jacob Baradacus.


	Jacob was the son of priest Theophilus of Thella, born after prayers for a long time.  His parents took a vow to dedicate the child to Feciltho monastry for the service of God.  The boy Jacob was brought up in the fear of God and piety.  He learned Syriac and Greek in his boyhood.  He achieved thorough knowledge in the faith and history of the church.


	In obedience to the vow, Jacob was entrusted to St. Osthatheos, head of the monastry.  Jacob grew up in penance, prayer, mediation and study of scriptures.   Since he was aware that he belonged to Christ, he did not return home thereafter.  After the death of his parent, he distributed the entire wealth among the poor and destitutes.  He lived with only one garment which was torn and sewn repeatedly, giving it the appearance of old leather.  Hence he was called Baradaeus meaning wearer of leather.


	Due to the ascetic life, he was known as a saint.  The           se suffering from illness and mental agony, came to him seeking relief even from distant places.  Theodora empress of Constantinople heard about him and desired to meet him.  The believers urged him to go to Constantinople to plead for the church.  On that occasion, Mar Severeos and Mar Yuhanon who left-me world three years back, appeared to him in a vision.  He was convinced that he had been assigned the work of protecting true faith.  He went to Constantinople along with sergis who later became the Patriarch of Antioch.


	When Mar Jacob  reached Constantinople, true believers welcomed him with great enthusiasm.  Empress Theodora received him with great honour.  This empress who was a pious  lady had already provided several conveniences to the  imprisoned church leaders.  Therefore it was possible in 542 for Theodosius Patriarch of Alexandria assisted by St. Anthimos and others to ordain in the prison.  Mar Jacob as bishop for Uraha and monk Theodorea as bishop for Arabia.  They were given all necessary powers to protect true faith.


Activities  of Jacob Baradaeus


	The Series for the church rendered by Mar Jacob Baradaeus after his ordination far excelled the service rendered by any one else for the church.  He travelled to several countries day and night, without rest. Enemies were hunting after him.  Avoiding them, he ceaselessly  worked without food or sleep for defending true faith.  In the Asian and African countries of Syria, Armenia, Asia Minor (Present Turkey) Cyprus, Egypt, Libia and Absenia (Ethyopia) he ordained priests and deacons.  Eating only dry bread, he travelled bare foot covering nearly forty miles a day even in deserts and forests, preaching and praying for 35 years.  Continuous fasting for three weeks was his usual habit.  Due to his efforts, the tree of church which was leafless and about to be dried up, got rejuvenated and began to bloom.


	According to the law of the church, at least three bishops were necessary for ordaining another bishop.  Therefore he went with two monks named Geevarghese and Greogri to Constantinople.  Patriarch Mar Theodosius ordained both of them as bishops.  Jacob Baradaeus along with this two newly ordained bishops, visited several countries, emboldened and confirmed true believers.  Under the leadership of Mar Jacob, one lakh twenty thousand priests, eighty nine bishops and the Patriarchs of Antioch and Alexandria were ordained.  In Persia Ahudheme was ordained as the Bishop of the East.  The church was miraculously saved by the  Lord through Mar Jacob Baradaeus.  The influence of lyophysites diminished in the east and several thousands restored back to the original true faith.


	Disgusted and angry dyophysites began to call true believers as Jacobites-meaning followers of Jacob.  The name christians originated in Antioch as a term of insult attained glory in the course of time.  So also the name Jacobites was accepted by the faithful with great honour.  It has to be remembered that two Patriarchs of the faithfuls and several bishops were imprisoned in Constantinople at that time.  Three bishops, at least were living in hideouts.  Mar Jacob Baradaeus was chosen by God and authorised by these holy fathers to revive the church from its inertia.  He moved like lightning and discharged his duties most creditably, escaping from his enemies.  He did not found a new church.  What he had done was to revive the church and make it grow when it was in a state of utter decline.


	While he was still very active Mar Jacob Baradaeus passed away on 30th July 578 A.D.  By this time the church of our Lord replenished profusely.  The Antiochian church concentrating on missionary work and protection of true faith thrived for centuries together in the Middle East.  Coptic church under the Patriarch of Alexandria and Arminian church were having inter communion with the Antiochian church.


	The cruel intrusion of Islam, the persecution of the Turks and the attacks made by the Roman Catholic church during and after the crusades weakened those three oriental churches.   Repeated efforts had been made to belittle the church of Antioch.  But it still remains as the oldest church and the earliest apostolic Holy See.  The Holy See and the church had to endure several persecutions.  Still the church of Antioch kept up its vigour and spirit upto this day and the throne of Antioch is kept up divinely protected.


Questions:


1.	What is the reason for calling Jacob the Baradaeus?


2.	How did Mar Jacob get the authority to revive the church?


3.	Briefly describe the services rendered by Mar Jacob to the church?


4.	Why the church was know as Jacobites?  It is not a church found by Jacob.  Why?





The church of malankara in india


lesson - 35


after the coonen cross oath


Purpose:  To remember that blessed are those who moan, for they shall be comforted.


	We have already seen that the yoke of the Roman church was thrown away after the Coonan Cross Oath and Archdeacon Thoma was elevated as bishop at Alengad.  A council consisting of Ittithomman Kathanar Injalimootil, Kallissery, Chandy Kathanar, Kadavil, Kaduthuruthy, Geevarghese Kathanar Vendoor Angamly and Chandry Kathanar Palliveetil Kuravilangad was constituted to render help to Marthoma in the administration of the church.


	Since Marthoma lacked the laying of hands at his ordination, he did not exercise the power of ordination of priests etc. performable only by properly ordained bishops.  But in the matter of administration and in all other issues he was getting the respect and position of a bishop.  He repeatedly requested the Holy See of Antioch to send delegates for proper ordination of Marthoma and to keep the believers in true faith.  Since the Portuguese was having supremacy over the sea and land the journey from Antioch to Malankara was too hazardous.


	Enemies insulted Marthoma calling him an imposter bishop.  Their propaganda created confusion in the minds of the followers of Marthoma.  Subsequently some of them joined the Roman Catholic church.  They began to call themselves “the old rites” and the followers of Marthoma began to be termed as ‘new rites’.  It is rather anomalous in that those who gave up the old true faith and became new followers of the Pope called themselves ‘old rites’ whereas actually they are the new rites.


	Pope Alexander VII sent to Kerala team of Carmelite missionaries to bring back the Syrian church of Malankara which was under the hegemony of the Pope between 1599 and 1653, but severed their connection after the Oath of Coonen Cross.  The Carmelite missionaries convened meetings in several places and raised arguments questioning the validity of the bishopric of Marthoma.  They tried many ways to win over Marthoma and his councillors to their side.  They enticed some persons to their side offering high position and money Marthoma belong to Pakalomattom family.  That family enjoyed great respected from the Syrian Church.  It was the traditional belief of the Syrian Christians that St. Thomas appointed priests from four families and Pakalomattom family was one among them.  Chandy Kathanar Palliveedan also belonged to this family.  He was envious about the respectful position held by his relative Marthoma.  This situation was faculty exploited by the Carmelite missionaries.  When he was offered bishopric, Chandy Kathanar Palliveedan joined the Roman Catholic church.  They also enticed Chandy Kathanar Kadavil who was a scholar in Syriac offering him fat reward.  Since the Carmelite missionaries believed that Syrian Christians could easily be won over if the liturgy is made in Syriac, they entrusted this work to Chandy Kathanar Kadavil.


	The change of faith of these two Chandy Kathanars was a very serious blow to Bishop Marthoma.  But Ittithomman Kathanar stood behind him like a rock and emboldened him.  From among the carmelites Joseph Sebastian was ordianed as bishop.  He tried to bring the Syrian Christians under yoke of the Romas church using weapons such as enticment, offering money, threat, force etc.  far exceeding the efforts made by Arch Bishop Menzis.


	When he found that both bishop Marthoma and Ittithomman Kathanar will not yield to enticement or threat, he decided to use force.  With the help of the king of Cochin he tried to arrest these strong believers.  At this stage, the people of the Churches in Mulanthuruthy and Kandand had to endure several sacrifices to protect them.  Once Bishop Joseph  surrounded Bishop Marthoma at Mulanthuruthy church.  But bishop Marthoma and Ittithomman Kathanar escaped cunningly.  Engaged over this, Bishop Joseph took by force all the possessions of Marthoma.  His ornaments were gifted to the king of Cochin and the books, holy oil, palanquin etc. ere set on fire.


	In the mean time, the Dutch gained supremacy and Cochin was surrendered to them.  Consequently the Portuguese missionaries had to leave Cochin.  Before leaving Cochin Bishop Joseph ordained Chandy Kathanar Palliveedan as bishop in the name Alexander De Cambo.  He could attract many persons utilising the veneration enjoyed by the Pakalomattom family.  Bishop Marthoma could not withstand the accusation regarding the propriety of his bishopric.  He could not win back those who left for the Roman Church.  Ittithomman Kathanar Passed away on 27th Medom (April-May) 1659.  He was buried at the Kallissery church.  His departure further weakened Bishop Marthoma.  Bishop Alexander in his letter to Bishop Joseph who was staying in Goa at that time, stated that nothing more than money is required to exterminate the party of the Archdeacon.  This clearly discloses that the major weapon used by the Roman Catholic church for the downfall of the Syrian church was none other than the enticement by money.  Even today money persuades several people to abdicate rejecting true faith.  Bishop Joseph who was sent Goa by the Dutch during 1663, was accused of becoming a bishop without the permission of the king of Portugal.  Therefore he was arrested and sent back to Portugal.


	But God did not allow Marthoma to become extinct.  In the year 1665 Arch Bishop Mar Gregorios Abdal Jaleel, who held the position of the Patriarch of Jerusalem reached Kerala.  He was welcomed with great jubilation as the real saviour by Marthoma and the Malankara Syrian church.  Historian Machansi has placed on record in the Travancore State Manual that Mar Gregorios was sent by Mar Ignatius XXIII, the Patriarch of Antioch in 1665 from the very same place from where Mar Ahatallah came 13 years back.


Questions:


1.	What was the major accusation against Marthoma Archedeacon by the Roman partisans.


2.	What was the speciality of Chandy Kathanar Palliveedan?  Why did he change his faith?


3.	Marthoma was weakened.  What were the circumstances?  How did God protect him?





lesson - 36


arch bishop mar gregorios abdul jaleel


Purpose:   To learn that Arch Bishop Mar Gregorios Abdul Jaleel is considered as the protector of Malankara Syrian Church.


	This holy father was born in Mosul.  In 1654 he was ordained the name of Mar Themotheos as bishop of Omid by Mar Ignatious Simon Patriarch of Antioch.  After ten years he was elevated to the position of Arch bishop of Jerusalem is assigned first rank among the bishops of the church and he treated as the 5th Patriarch.  After one year, he was sent to Malankara by Mar Ignatius Abdul Messiah I the Patriarch of Antioch.  He was given all the powers to revive the Malankara church.  The journey from the Patriarchal head quarters to Malankara at that time was really hazardous.  The condition of the Malankara church was quite pitiable.  The church was persecuted by the Portuguese, who cruelly killed Mar Ahatallah sent to Malankara earlier.  Inspite of these hazards, the Patriarch of Antioch decided to send his delegate to protect the interests of the Syrian church in Malankara This mission was boldly undertaken by Arch Bishop Mar Gregorios Abdal Jaleel.  He reached Malankara after a painful journey for months together.


Execution of the mission by Mar Gregorios


	Immediately after reaching Malankara, he ordained Marthoma as bishop in the name Marthomas I.  This really created an impetus to get back more vigorously the life which was withering hereto.  Both these bishops jointly visited the churches and inspired the believers.  Untiring efforts of Mar Gregorios and Marthoma I, with the support of the old priests in the church, resulted in the removal of the bits of Nestorian faith and the doctrine of the Roman Catholic church crept into the Malankara Syrian Church during the past.  Marriage of priests had been prohibited by the Roman Catholic bishops.  Mar Gregorios reinstituted this.  He taught and popularised that the administration of the parish should rest in married priests.  The services and liturgy of the Syrian church were brought back.  His order  dated 5th Kumbhom (February-March) 1668 became an authoritative record of the true faith of our church.


	Let us compare the approach of the Nestorians and Roman Catholics with that of Mar Gregorios.


	The administration of Malankara church was in the hands of Nestorian Bishops between 1490 and 1599.  They came here in the guise that they were sent either by the Patriarch of Antioch or his delegate the Maphrian (Catholicos) of the East.  They were accepted here only on that basis.  The Nestorian bishops were hiding their real identity.  However they did not make any serious attempt to change the faith and traditions existing in Malankara.


	The Roman Catholics on the other hand seriously attempted to change the faith and tradition of the church.  For this purpose, they liberally distributed money and enticed people with high positions.  They forcibly entered the churches and destroyed the books of the church.  Thus they managed the bring the church under their control for about 60 years.  Afterwards majority of the people returned to their original faith at the earliest available opportunity to throw away the yoke of the Roman church.  Of course the Roman Catholics could win over some more people by money, enticement and false propaganda.  Still people of several old churches kept the original faith despite severe persecution.


	Mar Gregorios came to Malankara church treating it as his own.  He was received by the church as its own father.  Fearlessly he proclaimed the true faith of the Jacobite church.  He doubtlessly claimed that, from time immemorial the Malankara church was under the supremacy of the Holy See of Antioch and its faith was the same as proclaimed by him now and it never maintained any relationship with the Pope of the Roman Catholic church.  This proclamation was whole heartedly accepted by the church.  He did neither have any support of the crown, nor money for presentation nor any power of influence.  But the faith proclaimed by him was intimately known to the church here.  Therefore effortlessly the Syrian church accepted the faith and tradition.  Eventhough some of the historian made an attempt to establish that the Malankara Church was adopting Nestorian faith before the arrival of the Roman Catholics, there is not truth in it.  Had it been otherwise, at least some of the people would have separated themselves and remained in the Nestorian faith.  There is no evidence to show that the Malankara Syrian Church had even honoured the Nestorian faith.  On the other hand, the See of Antioch was always venerated by the Malankara Syrian Church and all those who got released from the hold of Roman Catholic Church accepted without remorse or hesitation the orders of Mar Gregorios.  


	Within six years he could revive the Malankara Syrian Church from its lethargy for the last six centuries.  Mar Gregorios along with Marthoma I ordained Marthoma II.  Very soon Marthoma I expired on 12th Medom (April-May) 1670 and his body interred in Ankamaly church.  There is no evidence to show that a bishop of Malankara.  He was a true Jacobite, who according to the laws of the Syrian Church declared faith and obedience to the Holy See of Antioch and signed the oath of allegiance (Salmoosa = Agreement) and got ordained as bishop.


	Mar Gregorios who has to be described in all respects as the Jacob Baradaeus of the Malankara Church, passed away on 14th Makaram (January - February) 1670 and entombed at North Parur church.    His tomb flourishes as an ever sprouting spring of blessings.


Questions:


1.	Arch Bishop Mar Gregorios Abdal Jaleel invigorated the Malankara Church.  How?


2.	Explain his mode of approach?


3.	When did Arch Bishop Mar Gregorios Abdal Jaleel pass away?


4.	Where is the tomb of Marthoma I





lesson - 37


marthoma II to marthoma 5th


Purpose:  To study Malankara church got invigorated through  His Holiness Eldho Mar Baselios and ever receives his blessings.


	Bishop Marthoma II ordained by Mar Gregorios and Marthoma I ruled over Malankara church for 16 years.  He belonged to Pakalomattom family.  During his reign two noteworthy incidents took place.  One is the arrival of pious man named Alexandrayos.  Some of the historians are of the view that he was a bishop, while some others deny this contention.  There is no evidence to show that he had ever exercised any of the functions of a bishop.   In 1692 while bathing in Kallada river he was drowned.


	The second incident is the blessed arrival of His Holiness Eldho Mar Baselios.  Marthoma II had requested the Holy See of Antioch to send one bishop and four teachers to perpetuate true faith in the church.  Accordingly Mar Ignatius Abdul Messiah I Patriarch of Antioch sent a team under the leadership of Mar Baselios Eldho Maphrian with Bishop Mar Ivanios Hindayattulla and two monks as members.  After a hazardous journey for two months they reached Tellicherry.  In the fear that Portugese is till holding sawy over Malankara, they disguised themselves, travelled through forests and reached Kothamangalam very much exhausted, in the month of Kanni (Sept-Oct.) 1685.  It is said that except Eldho Mar Baselios Maphrian and Bishop Ivanios Hidayattulla, others died enroute either due to illness or devoured by wild beasts.  His Holiness who was very old became very weak and hence on 14th Kanni (Sept - Oct.) 1685 on the feast of the Holy Cross, Bishop Mar Ivanios Hidayattula was ordained as Arch Bishop.  On 20th Kanni (3rd Oct.) the holy father passed away.  His mortal remains are entombed in Kothamangalam Cheria Pally.  His Holiness Eldho Mar Baselios lived in Malankara only for 13 days.  But his tomb at Kothamangalam remains as an eternal spring showering incessant blessings.


	Mar Iwavios Hidayattulla was a great scholar of extra ordinary courage.  He was in Malankara for 9 years.  On the death of Marthoma II his successor Marthoma III from the same family was ordained by Mar Ivanios Hidayattula.  On his death his successor Marthoma IV also from the same family was ordained by Mar Ivanios Hidayattula.  Mar Ivanios was zealous in true faith and he affirmed the people in true faith.  He built new churches and renovated old churches.  He who ceaselessly worked for the wellbeing of the church expired on 3rd Chingom (August-Sept).  1693 and interred at Mulanthuruty church.  His death anniversary is celebrated as a festival there.


Marthoma IV


	Marthoma IV ruled the Malankara church for 40 years from 1688-1728.  During his reign a Nestorian bishop by the name Gabriel came.  The Malankara Syrian church did not accept him and Marthoma IV treated him as a heretic.  Two letters sent by Marthoma IV during 1709 and 1720 to the Patriarch of Antioch failed to reach the destination.  These letters are now kept in Amsterdam and Rome.  In those letters he addressed the Patriarch of Antioch as The head of the universal” christian church and gave full throated praise for the holy fathers like Mar Gregorios specially mentioning their names, also making a reference to the heresy of Gabriel, with a special request to the Patriarch of Antioch to save the Malankara churches from the middeeds of Gabriel.   How strong was the relationship between the Holy See of Antioch and the Malankara Syrian church is proved beyond these two letters.


	In 1728 Marthoma IV became seriously ill.  Crooked Gabriel had not yet left Kerala.  Therefore the local leaders of the church brought the nephew of Marthoma IV to his death bed, laid his hands on his head and ordained him as Marthomas V.  Marthoma IV expired on 13th Meenam (March - April_ 1728 and interred in Kandanad church.


Marthoma V


	Marthoma V was not fully satisfied about the perfection of his ordination.  Therefore he wrote again and again to the Holy See of Antioch, through the Dutch Company, to send delegates for validating his ordination.  At that time Bishop Mar Ivanios reached Malankara with the help of the Dutch.  He was a man of bad temper and uncompromising nature.  So Marthoma V could not co-operate with him.  More over he had not brought the authorisation from the Patriarch to regularise the bishopric of Marthoma V.  Pointing out this aspect a joint letter by Marthoma V and Mar Ivanios was sent to Antioch, through Deacon Anthonios who came here fore trade activities.  Marthomas V made an agreement with the Dutch Company to bear the travelling expenses of those sent from Antioch.


	When this letter reached the Holy See, Patriarch Mar Ignatious Geeverghese III sent a team consisting of Mar Baselios Sakralla Maphrian, Bishop Mar Gregorios, Yuhanon Ramban (monk) and others.  They reached Cochin on 23rd Medom (April-May) 1751 after a very painful journey for months together.  The Dutch Company demanded Rs. 12,000/- as the journey fare.  Marthoma could not collect such an amount which according to the money value at that time was considered as very huge.  The Dutch Company refused to release the delegates of the Patriarch without getting this amount.  Marthoma failed to meet the delegates at Cochin and explain the real situation.  So Mar Sakralla and the team had to stay at Cochin at the expense of the company for 72 days.  Therefore they felt very much annoyed at the dealings of Marthoma.  In the mean time Mar Ivanios who had been the Patriarchal order recalling him and so he left Malankara for his native place in Seema (Middle East).


	On 3rd Karkitakom (July-August) 1751, Mar Sakralla and his team some how made Dutch people agree and got permission to meet the king of Cochin.  Next day they reached Kandand church.  Marthoma did not reach there to meet Mar Sakralla.  It is said that he was afraid of their anger and hence he did not go.  When Mar Sakralla found that it was not possible to co-operate with Marthoma, he ordained Yuhanon Ramban who was with him as bishop in the name Ivanios.  Mar Sakralla passed away at the church he built at Mattancherry on 9th Thulam (Oct. Nov.) 1764 and was taken to Kandand church for entombing.  Marthoma V also died during the same year.  He was entombed at Niranom.  Before his death he had ordained a person from his family as Marthoma VI.  Marthoma V had his own doubt about the validity of his ordination.  Naturally Marthoma Vi also was doubtful about the validity of his own position.


Questions:


1.	Narrate two important events during the days of Marthoma II?


2.	The second incident is remembered as an eternal blessing for the Malankara church - Describe the incident?


3.	Who all were ordained as bishops by Mar Ivanios Hidayattulla?


4.	How many years did Marthoma IV rule the church?  Which is the incident which made him sorry?


5.	Why did Marthoma V doubt about the validity of his ordination?


6.	What is the reason for the annoyance of H.H. Mar Baselios Sakarlla to Marthoma V.?





lesson - 38


marthoma vi or mar dionysios the great


Purpose:  To recollect Dionysios protected true faith by his individuality and steadfast faith.


	Marthoma VI tried very much to get his ordination confirmed.  At last he adopted the easiest and best method.  One Sunday when Mar Gregorios was celebrating mass at Niranom Church, Marthoma went there and apologised Mar Gregorios affectionately accepted him.  On 29th Edavom (May - June) 1770 he was ordained as bishop in the name Mar Dionysius at Niranam church by Mar Gregorios and Mar Ivanios Yuhanon.  The pastoral staff and cross sent by the Partriarch for his predecessor were also bestowed on him.  He is know in the history of the Malankara church as Dionysius I or Dionysius the Great.  Thereafter Mar Dionysius and Mar Ivanios jointly looked after the affairs of the church.


	Mar Gregorios was suffering from all illness of the eye.  His vision was almost lost.  Then he was taken to Mattancherry by Geevarghese Ramban Kattumangattu.  Hence he was ordained bishop Mar Gregorios passed away on 27th Mithunam (June-July) 1772.  He is interred in Mulanthuruthy church.


	When Mar Coorilos was ordained, Mar Dionysius and Mar Ivanios were not consulted.  So they were against this action.  They jointly convened a meeting of the churches at Kandanad church and a resolution was passed against Mar Coorilos.  They raised complaint before the Dutch authorities and obtained an order stipulating that Bishop Mar Coorilos has not jurisdiction in Travancore and Cochin.  Therefore Mar Coorilos went to Thozhiyoor in British Malabar where a church was built.  In due course of time, it grew up into a church named independent Syrian Church.  Mar Coorilos ordained his brother as Mar Coorilos II.  In the history these two bishops are known by the name “Kattumangattu Bavamar (Bishops).  Mar Coorilos II ordained Cheeran Mar Philaxinos as his successor who ordained Kindangan Mar Philaxinos as bishop.  Bishops Mar Dionysius II, III & IV of the Malankara Syrian Church were ordained by the Thozhiyoor bishop.  His competency to do so was questionable.  But we need not make a judgement on the authenticity of this action since it was the only means of sustenance for the time being.


Administration of Mar Dionysius


	Dionysius I was one of the most prominent bishops of the Malankara church.  The period of his administration was eventful.


	It was during his time that Tippu Sultan attacked Cochin and Travancore.  Several Syrian churches were destroyed in these attacks.


	Mathoo Tharakan a rich man who was a confidant of the king of Travancore attempted to bring the Syrian church under the suzeranity of the Pope, unitlising his influence over the king he threatened and created hurdles before Mar Dionysius.  But His Grace stood firm.  By the grave of God, Mathoo Tharakan died before achieving his objective and the threat vanished.


	Mar Ivanios passed away in 1794.  He was entombed at Chengannoor church.  During 1796 Mar Dionysius ordained his nephew as Marthoma VII.


	The arrival of the Anglican missionaries was the most conspicous event during the days of Mar Dionysis.  In 1806, is instructed by the Governor of Madras, Dr. Ker an Anglican missionary visited the bishop and discussed about uniting the Syrian church with the Anglican church.  Mar Dionysius was not agreeable for any unification changing the tenets of true faith of the church.  An other missionary by the name Dr. Buchanan also visited the bishop for the same purpose.  But eh bishop was not prepared to relent from his firm stand.


	Mar Dionysius very much desired to popularise the holy bible among the people after getting it translated into Malayalam.  Philipose Ramban of Kayamkulam had translated the Gospel into Malayalam.  Mar Dionysius sought the help of Dr. Buchanon in this regard, who accepted the translation of Philipose Ramban, got the gospels printed in Malayalam at Bombay and handed over to Mar Dionysius.


	A manuscript Syriac bible more than one thousand years old, kept in the Angamaly church as a priceless treasure was handed over by Mar Dionysius to Dr. Buchanon.  This copy had been kept hidden some where, when the Portuguese were hunting after the books of the Syrian church and destroying them.  Dr. Buchanon has kept this bible in the Cambridge University library, and copies of it got printed and handed over to Malankara Church.


	The interaction with the Anglican missionary greatly helped in popularising the bible.  But the missionaries who came later were not liked Dr. Buchanon.  They did not hesitate to adopt any measure thought fit, to achieve the objective of renovating the Malankara church.  As result the church had to endure serious harm and many afflictions sprouted in the church at their instance.


	The famous ‘Vattippanam’ had it origin during the days of Mar Dionysius deposited 3000  Poovarhan equivalent to Rs. 10,5000/- at the East India Company stipulating that the interest shall be paid to the church.  Another version is that the money was actually lent to Travancore Govt. when it was experiencing financial difficulty during the time of Macaulay and the amount was subsequently deposited by the Travancore Govt. in Madras Govt.  for interest at the rate of 8% percent, with the condition that the interest is payable to the bishop holding the position of the Malankara Metropolitan.


	In 1807, Mar Diascoros came to Malankara as the representative of Mar Ignatious Mathai, Patriarch of Antioch.  Being a man of hard and obstinate nature, he could not get on well with Mar Dionysius for a long time.  At the intervention of Col.  Macaulay he was sent back in 1809.


	Mar Dionysius  passed away at Niranom on 25th Meenam (Amrch-April) 1808 and was entombed at Puthencavu church.  This holy father is ever remembered in the Malankara church for his individuality and stead fast faith.


Questions:


1.	How did Marthoma VI get confirmation for his position?  What is the new name given?


2.	How did Thozhiyoor dioceses originate?


3.	What are the important events during the days of Dionysius the great?


4.	What was the main purpose of Mar Dionysius co-operating with the Anglican missionaries?


5.	What was the purpose of the co-operation extended by the Anglican missionaries to Malankara church?


6.	What is meant by “Vattippanam”.  How was it originated?





Lesson - 39


After the dionysius the great


Purpose: To reckon that despite crisis, the holy church moves forward and upholds true faith relentlessly.


Marthoma VII and Marthoma VIII


	Marthoma VII who succeeded Dionysius the great ruled only for a very short duration.  He died in 1809 and interred at Kolenchery church.  At his death bed some leaders of the church who were nearby ordained Marthoma VIII by placing the hands of Marthoma VII on head.  Very soon request through Maculay was sent to the Patriarch of Antioch to send a delegate to regularise the ordination.


	Dispute regarding the validity of the ordination of Marthoma VIII arose very soon.  A group with Ittoop Ramban Pulikkootiol as the leader stood against Marthoma VIII.  Ittoop Ramban was eager to start a theological seminary for Syrian christians.  He nursed a complaint that Marthoma VIII was not showing any interest in this matter.  When the dispute in the church increased, Madras Govt. sent 17 questions to Marthoma VIII enquiring the whereabouts of the Malankara church regarding its faith, tradition, administration etc.  In his reply Marthoma VIII unequivocally stated that at least from A.D. 345 the Malankara church was under the Patriarch of Antioch.  He also described the persecution endured from the Portuguese and pointed out the inadquacy in theological education.


	British Resident Col: Munroe and the Anglican missionaries encouraged Ittoop Ramban in the matter of opening a theological seminary.  Col. Munroe held that the ordination of Marthoma VII was invalid and the interest of the Vattippanam should not be given to him.  At the same time interest of this Vattippanam was given to Ittoop Ramban.  When the Madras Govt. protested against the payment of interest to a person who was not a bishop, Ittoop Ramban got ordained by Kindangan Mar Philaxinos of the Thozhiyoor dioceses in the name Joseph Mar Dionysius in the year 1815.  This was done under the instigation of Col.  Munroe.  The new bishop known as Dionysaius II is the founder of the theological seminary.  Royal proclamation was issued by Travancore and Cochin Govt.  approving Dionysius II as the bishop of the Malankara church.  In the meantime construction were started for the ‘old seminary’  for which foundation was laid on 3rd Kumbhom (Jan-Feb.) 1813.  Theological education commenced there during 1815.


	Marthoma VIII, ignored in all respects, ordained his uncle as Marthoma IX.  Marthoma VIII died in 1816.  Mar Dionysius II raised a complaint against Marthoma IX before the British Resident.  Due to the opposition of the Govt.  Marthoma IX was compelled to abdicate.  He left the entire properties of his predecessors at the old seminary and lived as a monk thereafter in Kadamattom church.  Thus the system of selecting bishops from the Pakalomattam family came to an end.


	In establishing the seminary and in its working Mar Dionysius II accepted the help of the British Resident and the missionaries.  Later he and his successors had to feel sorry over the assistance thus obtained.  The missionaries began to interfere more vigorously in the administration of the seminary.  Col.  Munroe requested Mar Dionysius to allow Rev.  Norten an Anglican missionary to stay in the seminary and to work in the church without any restrictions.  The bishop was not willing to allow missionary of another church to work unconditionally in the Syrian church.  This demand was repeated again.  Bishop Middleton of Calcutta also approached Bishop Mar Dionysius for this purpose.  The bishop did not yield.  This led to serious mental agony.  The Bishop died on 12th Vrichigom (Nov-Dec.) 1818.  He was entombed in the seminary chapel.


	On the death of Mar Dionysius, Mar Philexenos of  Thozhiyoor Dioceses assumed, by himself, the position of Malankara Metropolitan and got it approved by the Govt.  due to the influence of the British Resident.  But very soon he had to return to Thozhiyoor after ordaining Mar Dionysius III who manager to get Government approval.  Mar Dionysius III is known as Punnathra Mar Dionysius.


Punnathra Mar Dionysius.


	The important events during his reign are the friendship with C.M.S. missionaries and the consequences thereof.  It was during this time that the C.M.S. missionaries Benjamin Baily, Joseph Fenn and Henry Baker reached Kerala.  They were warmly welcomed.  They became partners in the administration of the seminary.  One of them was engaged in the translation of the bible while another person was entrusted with delivering sermons in churches.  At that time Col. Munroe was the Diwan of Travancore as also the British resident.  The Bishop exerted much influence over the Diwan utilising the friendship of the missionaries.  Several Syrian christians entered Govt. Service in positions both high and low.  The properties of the seminary were brought under the joint administration of the bishop and the missionaries.


	Very soon the missionaries began to behave as the administrators of the Syrian churches and to teach a different faith, finding fault on the traditional faith of the Malankara church.  They convened a meeting at Mavelikkara church on 3rd October 1818 and suggested to eliminate the name of virgin Mary from the prayers and to modify the text of the holy mass to their satisfaction.  But the meeting rejected all these proposals.


	Mar Dionysius III had doubts about the validity of his position.  Hence he had sent a request to the Patriarch of Antioch to send a delegate to regularise it.  Worried about the interference of the missionaries, he repeated this request.  Before fulfilling this desire, the died on 5th Edavom (May-June) 1825, and was entombed in Kottayam cheriapally.  Punnathra Mar Dionysius was highly diplomatic and he really loved the church.  His intimacy with the missionaries was just to have influence over the Diwan and for his own high position.  This relationship led to the sowing of the seeds of litigation in the Malankara church.


	A general body meeting was held at Kottayam cheria pally to select a successor for Punnathra Mar Dionysius.  There candidates known as the candidate of the missionaries, candidate of the southerness and candidate of the northerners were in the field.  Cheppat Philippose Ramban was selected by lot.  Mar Philoxenos of Thozhiyoor diocese ordained him as bishop Dionysius IV.  He is popularly known as Cheppat Mar Dionysius. 


Cheppat Mar Dionysius


	Certain very important events took place during the days of Cheppat Mar Dionysius.


	Bishop Mar Athanasios sent by the Patriarch of Antioch on the request of Mar Dionysius II reached Malankara.  He was received by Mar Dionysius and Mar Philaxenos and they were satisfied on reading the letter of authority (station) brought by Mar Athanasios.  He, doubting authenticity of the position of Mar Philoxenos requested him to produce documentary evidence.  He was unable to do so.  Therefore under the instigation of the missionaries he raised a complaint against Mar Athanasios before the British Resident who immediately issued orders banishing Mar Athanasios.  In 1827 Mar Athanasios was sent back.  It is acknowledged by impartial persons like Bishop Heeber of Calcutta that the steps taken for rejecting Mar Athanaisos were against the basic principles of natural justice.


	After the exile of Mar Athanasios, the missionaries intervened in the administration of the church and the theological seminary more vigorously.


Mavelikkara Synod


	In 1833 two new missionaries by the name Rev. Pitt and Rev. Udhoc reached the seminary.  They were highly fanatic protestants.  They began to teach in classes and toe sermonise in churches against the true faith of the Syrian church.  They publicly denounced the intercession of the saints, prayers for the departed, holy sacraments and holy communion service.  They purposely desecrated the lent by publicity serving meat at the meals in the seminary during lent period.  For these reasons, there arose serios difference of opinion  and confrontation between the bishop and the missionaries.  In 1835 Daniel Wilson Bishop of Calcutta visited the bishop and suggested certain changes in the faith of the church, its mode of worship, written text of the holy missal (Qurbana) and administration.  Mar Dionysius replied that he would do whatever is needed after due consultation.


	Accordingly a meeting of the representatives of the churches was convened at Mavelikkara on 6th Makarom (Jan-Feb.)  1836 by Mar Dionysius.  This was attended by two bishops viz.  Mar Dionysius and Mar Coorilos of the Thozhiyoor dioceses, fifty priests and numerous church representatives.  This meeting is known as the famous Mavelikkara Synod and the decisions taken are known as Mavelikkara Padiyola.


	In this Padiyola, the relationship of the Malankara church with the Holy see of Antioch has been repeatedly acknowledged several times.  It was unanimously decided that no change can be made in the faith, traditions and the books of holy mass and sacraments without the permission of the Patriarch.


Forcible intervention of the missionaries


	When the missionaries found that the Malankara Syrian church will not yield to them, they began to introduce changes by force.  They taught heresy in seminary classes and began to conduct services on the seminary chapel using Anglican form of worship.  They did not listen to the mature advice of Rev. Dr. Fenn that it was not the property of the missionaries but the seminary of the Syrian church.  In the circumstance Mar Dionysius had to restrict the deacons from attending classes in the seminary by the Anglican missionaries.  The missionaries got the text of holy mass reformed according to their desire, by four rebel priests.  But three out of these four and the majority of the priests refused to use the revised text.  On a Palm Sunday Rev. Pitt broke open the besgaza (Treasury of valuables) room of the seminary and took away the contents thereof to his residence.  The bishop was got arrested in a law suit fraudulently created at the Piravom church.  They tried the bishop and vehmentally pursued the suit against him.  But they were unable to get the bishop punished. 


	Consequent of this clash, disputes and litigation started regarding the properties of the Malankara Church jointly held by the bishop and the missionaries.  This case was referred to a court consisting of three westerners.  Their decision is known as the Cochin Award of 1840, according to which, the missionaries got the major portion of the properties of the Malankara church.  However seminary and Vattippanam were awarded to the Malankara church.  However  seminary and Vattippanam were awarded to the Malankara church.  The missionaries had to baccate the seminary based on this award.  They started a new seminary at the place where the present C.M.S. college is functioning.  Thus, the seminary of the Syrian church began to be known as ‘old seminary.’


Last days if Cheppat Mar Dionysius


	Dionysius IV had written to the Patriarch of Antioch regarding the deplorable condition of the Malankara Church again and again requesting for sending a bishop as early as possible.  In consultation with his council the Patriarch suggested that it is more advisable to send competent candidates to the Holy See for ordination as bishops.  As soon as this intimation was received, Abraham Malpan Palakkunnath utilised this opportunity to send his brother’s son deacon Mathews to the holy Patriarch as the candidate for the position of the Malankara Metropolitan.  This was done using the political influence of the Anglican missionaries.  In fact Abraham Malpan was in excommunication for using the revised Anglican text of the holy mass.  The very clever deacon Mathews pleased Mar Elias II the Patriarch of Antioch by showing extra humbleness.  He was ordained as bishop in the name Mathews Mar Athanasios.  In 1843 the new bishop reached Malankara.  Mar Dionysius and the Malankara church were very much perturbed over this ordination.  Mar Dionysius wrote to the Patriarch furnishing complete details about Mar Athansios.  Immediately the Patriarch sent Bishop Yujakim Mar Coorilos to Malankara.  He was given necessary authority even to excommunicate Mar Athanasios if need be.  Mar Coorilos reached Malankara in 1846.  Mar Dionysius entrusted the administration of the church to Mar Coorilos.  Thereafter, conflict sprang up in Malankara church.  Aided by the missionaries Mar Athanasios received full support of the British rulers and the local kings.  Early judgements fully supported Mar Athanasios on the basis of the letter of authority (staticon) issued to him by the Patriarch.  Mar Dionysius IV felt deeply anguished.  He passed away on 27th Kanni (Sept.-Oct.) 1858.  He was interred in Cheppat church.


Questions:


1.	Why did Ittoop Ramban Pulikkoottil opposed Marthoma VIII?


2.	Why Ittoop Ramban was forced to become a bishop?


3.	When was the old seminary founded?  What were the incidents in the administration of the seminary which were painful to Mar Dionysius?


4.	List out the problems created by the Anglican missionaries during the days of Punnathra Mar Dionysius?


5.	What was the reason for the exile of Mar Athanasios,  who came during the days of Cheppat Mar Dionysius?


6.	Describe the circumstances leading to the convening of the Mavelikkara Synod?


7.	What was the reason for the litigation between Malankara church and missionaries?


8.	How did deacon Mathews reach Malankara as Mar Athanasios?


9.	Who is the bishop sent by the Patriarch to help Cheppad Mar Dionysius?


